US EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5

January 23, 1980

Mr. James Freeman

Chemical Recovery Systems, Inc.
142 Locust Street -
.Elyria, Ohio 44035

Dear Mr. Freeman:

It has been brought to my attention by members of my investigative staff
that Chemical Recovery Systems, Inc., has and. continues to operate its
facility, located in Elyria, Ohio, in violation of Ohio air and water
pollution laws and regulations; specifically Ohio Administrative Code
sections 3745-31-02, 3745-35-02 and sections 3704 05 (A) and (G),-
6111.04 and 6111. 07 Ohio. Revised Code. :

Invest1gat1on has shown the d1st1]1at1on process present at the facility

is a source, as defined by 0.A.C. section 3745-31-01 (0) and 3745-35-01
(B)(1) which requ1res the application and granting of permits from Ohio EPA.
In order to receive a permit, the applicant must show that the process can
comply with Ohio air pollution laws and regulations. Therefore, until such
time as permit applications are submitted by Chemical Recovery Systems, Inc.,
and are approved by Ohio EPA, it is unlawful to operate the distillation -
process.

Investigation has also shown violations pertaining to surface water con-
tamination of Black River and groundwater contamination. The sources of
this contamination are spillage and leaching of chemicals traceable to
Chemical Recovery Systems, Inc. The measures taken by the company are
1nsuff1c1ent to prevent and/or remedy these prob]ems

You are hereby 1nstructed to take the f0110w1ng steps 1mmed1ate1y upon
vece1n+ cf this ]ati—ov‘ )

1. The company shdll cease a]] operations which contr1bute to chemical
spillage and subsequent groundwater and surface water contamination.

2. The company shall develop and submit to the office of Emergency

: Response, Ohio EPA, within seven days after receipt of this letter,
a -detailed plan which spec1f1es the control measures, housekeeping
pract1ces and operat1ng procedures that will be emp]oyed to prevent

JamesA Rhodes Govemor .
James F. McAvoy Dnrector-.
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any- chem1ca
p]an sha11'1nc1ude 1nsta11at1o
impervious sump ‘under. the drum "us
by the company 1mmed1ate1y upo_f‘f”'"

3. The company shal] w1th1n 15 days afte,;receipt of;
applications for a]] necessary a1r perm1ts to the Northeast D1str1ct
Office, 0h1o EPA. ' RS ! .

My legal staff haS'been'inStructed'to closely monitorithis situation and will
be prepared to follow up this lettér with whatever legal-action is appropriate
to ensure that its terms are met. You should also be.aware. that Ohio law: )
provides cr1m1na1 sanct1ons for v101at1un of Oh1o po lution-laws and r g—-;
u]at]ons. - S S el SV R

Please direct any response or 1nqu1ry concern1ng water contam1nat1on to ,
Ken Harsh at 614-466-6542 and air permlts to Peggy V1nce at 614- 466 7390.

Sy

James F. McAvoy
Director

Sincerely,

JFM/viw
47003 0

cC: Joseph Conno]]y, Senior Deputy D1rector OEPA
Peggy Vince, Steve White, QAPC, OEPA .
Ken Schu]tz, Ken Harsh, ER, OEPA
Sidney Stern, Legal, OEPA
Don Day, OLPC, DEPA :
James Riddell, NEDO, OEPA




